Page             5w                                       
Revised  
Reviewed    6/09, 4/11   
Original Date 9/07

[image: image1.jpg]ORTHOPAEDIC NURSES CERTIFICATION BOARD
CERTIEYING EXCELLENCE IN ORTHOPAEDIC NURSING




SUBJECT:
Credential Transfer Option

POLICY
Orthopaedic-certified APNs who cease to function in their roles may regain the ONC® credential if it had been active at the time of their advanced practice certification.

PROCEDURE
1.  Orthopaedic-certified advanced practice nurses (APNs) who cease to function in their roles because of a change of job or elimination of an advanced practice position may apply to regain a previously held ONC® credential, assuming it was active at the time of advanced practice certification.

2.  Within 6 months of the change in status, the certificant must submit a letter to ONCB to indicate the reason he or she is no longer employed as an advanced practice nurse. 

3.  The certificant must complete a recertification application, demonstrating attainment of 20 contact hours of orthopaedic continuing nursing education for every year or part of a year of the current APN certification term.  For example, in February 2008, a clinical nurse specialist wishes to regain the ONC credential.  Her OCNS-C® credential was earned in October 2006; therefore, she must submit evidence of 40 contact hours of orthopaedic continuing nursing education (for 2 years) in order to regain her ONC credential.

4.  The certificant must also submit the current ONC recertification fee and meet other recertification requirements established by the ONCB (e.g., active unrestricted nursing licensure).

5.  If the certificant resumes an orthopaedic APN position within 2 years, he or she may reactivate the earned OCNS-C or ONP-C® credential by demonstrating attainment of 25 contact hours of orthopaedic continuing nursing education for each year or part of a year out of the APN role.  For example, in February 2008, a clinical nurse specialist regained his ONC credential.  In May 2009, he accepted an orthopaedic APN position; therefore, he must submit evidence of 50 contact hours of orthopaedic continuing nursing education (for 2 years) to regain his OCNS-C credential.   

6.  After 2 years out of the APN role, the nurse must re-test in order to qualify for the APN credential.

