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POLICY & PROCEDURE
SUBJECT:
Examination Maintenance
POLICY
The ONCB shall maintain valid, reliable certification examinations.
PROCEDURE
1.
A role delineation study will be conducted every 5 years to ensure certification examinations reflect current orthopaedic nursing practice.  Study results will be evaluated by the Test Committee with assistance from the test provider, and a recommendation will be made to the ONCB for any changes in the examination blueprints.
2.
Following each role delineation study, the Test Committee and test provider will perform statistical procedures to determine the passing standard for the examinations.  A recommendation will be made to the ONCB regarding the passing standard.
3.
Item writing workshops will be scheduled by the Chair of the Test Committee with approval of the ONCB.  Item writers will be selected by the Chair with approval of the ONCB President.  They should be chosen with a preference for geographical, ethnic, gender, and practice area diversity.  See policy 4n, “Role Description – Item Writers Task Force.”  Item writers will receive instruction on item development from the ONCB test provider or ONCB Executive Director as appropriate.
4.
New questions developed in item writing workshops will be piloted on future scheduled examinations.
5.
The Test Committee will review and finalize ONCB examinations before administration.  All items will be reviewed at least every 3 years for currency and relevance.
6.
Test results/item performance for each examination will be reviewed by the Test Committee.  See policy 4l, “Role Description – Test Committee.”  Items will be modified as needed by committee members and members of the Item Writing Task Force.

7.
Eligibility requirements for certification examinations will be established by the ONCB upon recommendation from the Test Committee.

