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POLICY & PROCEDURE

SUBJECT:
ONCB Certification Scholarship for Examination or Recertification


POLICY
Orthopaedic nursing certification recognizes knowledge in the specialty practice of musculoskeletal nursing.  The Orthopaedic Nurses Certification Board (ONCB) encourages nurses to seek and retain certification in orthopaedics by awarding a scholarship for the certification examination and/or for the recertification fee.   
PROCEDURE
1.  
Eligibility criteria for ONC® examination scholarship shall include the following:
A. Candidate must meet the eligibility requirements to take the certification 
examination (see policy 5b).

B.  
Candidate must be taking the certification examination for the first time.  


Individuals who are re-testing are ineligible for the scholarship.

C. 
Candidate is not required to hold current NAON membership.  One certification 

      
examination scholarship may be given annually to a non-NAON member.
2.  
Eligibility criteria for ONC® recertification scholarship shall include the following:

A. 
Candidate must hold current ONC® certification.
B.
Candidate must meet the eligibility requirements to recertify (see policy 5m).
C.  
Candidate may renew either by continuing education credit or examination.
D.
Candidate must provide evidence of current NAON membership.
3.  
Interested individuals shall complete an application that includes the following as 


required components:


A.
Complete application and three (3) blinded copies. Candidates must remove all


 identifying information from the application form and all accompanying


documentation to ensure anonymity and fairness.

B.
Current curriculum vitae.

C.
Certification Exam only - Signed statement from employer verifying a minimum 


of 1000 hours worked in orthopaedics in the past three (3) years.

D.
Recertification only - Verification of current ONC® credential and NAON 


membership.

E.
Statement (no more than 100 words) addressing the following:  reason for 


pursuing/maintaining certification; how certification has been a benefit in the



certificant’s nursing practice; professional goals as a certified nurse; and ways


the certificant has served as an ambassador for orthopaedic nursing certification.

F.
A self-addressed, stamped postcard for acknowledging receipt of the application 


must also be enclosed with submission.  
4.
Applications must be received at the ONCB office by January 1 of the award year to be 

considered.  Submissions received after the deadline will not receive consideration.  The 

ONCB recommends that applications be sent via registered or certified mail, and that 


applicants retain a copy of submitted materials.  The ONCB is not responsible for non-

performance on the part of the mail.  No faxed copies will be accepted.

5.
Each award application will receive an identification number when received at the ONCB
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office.  The application will then receive blind review based on an objective point system. 

It will be scored by ONCB members in conjunction with other appropriate reviewers.
6.
The ONCB will notify applicants of the award selection no later than February 15 of the


award year.  Further instructions for the award recipients will be provided at that time.
7.
Scholarship recipients will be recognized as follows;
A.
Certificate for free examination to be submitted with examination application.

certificate will expire at the end of the award calendar year.
B.
Certificate for free recertification to be submitted with recertification

application.  Certificate will expire on June 30 of the award calendar year.
C.
Recognition in ONCB communications (ONCNet, ONCB Forum, “ONCB

Connection” in NAON News).
D.
Letter to employer or other local media to recognize award, based on information 


provided by the scholarship recipient.

