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POLICY & PROCEDURE

SUBJECT:
Revocation of Certification


POLICY
Individual certification may be revoked by the ONCB for just cause.

PROCEDURE
1.  
Individual certification shall be revoked by the ONCB for the following reasons:

(
Revocation of nursing license

(
Practicing nursing without an unrestricted nursing license

(
Falsification of information on application for certification or recertification

(
Failure to maintain test confidentiality
2.  
Any other claims or reasons for revocation shall be decided on a per-case basis by the ONCB after thorough investigation.

3.  
Information or issues relevant to an individual's certification shall be referred directly to the ONCB for consideration. Supporting documentation shall accompany all charges.

4.
The ONCB shall notify the involved nurse of charges by certified mail at least 15 days prior to taking action.

5.  
No action shall be taken by the ONCB until the involved nurse has been given 30 days to prepare a response and afforded a full hearing before the ONCB.

6.  
Majority vote of the ONCB shall be required to revoke certification.

7.  
The ONCB’s decisions on revocation may be reversed only through the appeals process.

8.
The ONCB will notify the state Board of Nursing of the involved nurse as appropriate (e.g., advanced practice certification) of a decision to revoke certification.

9.  
A nonpracticing nurse who allows his or her nursing license to lapse shall also lose the ability to utilize the orthopaedic nursing certification credential on the expiration date of nursing licensure. Eligibility for future certification shall be regained when the nursing license is reinstated and other certification eligibility requirements are met.
10.
A nurse who misrepresents himself or herself as a certified orthopaedic nurse after expiration of 
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the certification will be contacted by the ONCB through the last known address, with documentation as appropriate to indicate the credential had expired.  The nurse with a credential  expired within the last 2 years will be given 30 days to submit a reactivation application, assuming he or she has never used this option; if application is not submitted or approved, notification will be sent to the nurse, last known employer, and Board of Nursing as appropriate.  

11.
If a nurse uses certification credentials but has never earned certification through ONCB, the nurse, Board of Nursing, and any known employer will be contacted immediately by the ONCB.  If a nurse continues to use the credential 30 days after notification, ONCB will seek legal advice and pursue legal action as appropriate.  
