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POLICY & PROCEDURE

SUBJECT:
  Certification Purpose and Designation 
POLICY
Only nurses who maintain certification through the ONCB are allowed to use the designation Orthopaedic Nurse Certified (ONC®), Orthopaedic Clinical Nurse Specialist Certified (OCNS-C®), or Orthopaedic Nurse Practitioner Certified (ONP-C®).
PROCEDURE
1.  
Certification is defined as a process by which a nongovernmental agency or association identifies a licensed professional as having met the standards specified by that profession for specialty practice.

2.  
The purpose of orthopaedic nurse certification is to:

a.
validate attainment of a common knowledge base required for specialty nursing practice in orthopaedic nursing.

b.
recognize ability to utilize the nursing process to design and implement nursing care of patients with orthopaedic problems.

c.
recognize a level of skill in the clinical/practice setting.

d.
encourage and promote continued educational growth in orthopaedic nursing.

3.  
Following notification that he or she has passed the respective certification examination, an individual may use the letters ONC®, OCNS-C®, or ONP-C® to denote certification for the designated period of time as long as unrestricted licensure as a registered nurse (RN) is maintained and practice requirements are met.

4.  
Individuals who have successfully applied for recertification may use the letters ONC®, OCNS-C®, or ONP-C® as appropriate to denote certification for the designated recertification period as long as unrestricted licensure as a registered nurse (RN) is maintained and practice requirements are met.

5.  
During the period of certification, the certified nurse may use ONC®; OCNS-C®; or ONP-C® as appropriate, on all correspondence which requires his or her official title.

6.
During the period of certification, the certified nurse may use ONC®; OCNS-C®; or ONP-C® as appropriate, on his or her name tag at educational and professional gatherings. It is the responsibility of the nurse to see that the official title is correct.

7.
The certified nurse who has been approved for inactive status may use ONC®, Inactive; OCNS-C®, Inactive; or ONP-C®, Inactive, as appropriate, as his or her official title during the 5-year period of inactive certification.  The certified nurse who has been approved for retired status may use ONC®, Retired; OCNS-C®, Retired; or ONP-C®, Retired, as appropriate, as his or her official title.

8.
An individual whose credential has expired and who has not applied for inactive or retired status, may no longer use the above credentials to denote certification.
